
		 	 	 	 	 	 	
 

 
 

SHANDAKEN PROJECTS ANNOUNCES NEW ARTIST RESIDENCY 
PROGRAM ON GOVERNORS ISLAND 

Five NYC-based artists to create site-responsive work and receive free studio space 
Applications open June 28, 2018 

 
 

 
 
New York, NY, June 28, 2018 – Shandaken Projects and The Trust for Governors Island (the Trust) 
are pleased to announce a new program, Shandaken: Governors Island. In October, 2018, this new 
residency program will offer five New York City-based artists free studio space on Governors Island for one 
year. Selected residents will present public programming to the Island’s hundreds of thousands of visitors 
during the Island’s 2019 season. This new addition to Governors Island’s growing art and culture program 
will ask artists to respond to the Island’s unique history, ecology and place within New York Harbor during 
the course of their stay. Applications for this interdisciplinary opportunity are now live at 
www.shandakenprojects.org and ww.govisland.org, and will remain open through July 30, 2018.  

Starting October 15, 2018, five studios housed within one of the Island’s historic buildings will become 
dedicated space for artists to work and create unique, site responsive programming over the course of one 
year. Shandaken: Governors Island will offer artists the opportunity to explore, study and learn about the 
Island while they work immersed in its rich history, unique ecological framework and unparalleled vistas. 
These on-site experiences, offered as residents pursue individual goals in the studio, will result in public 
events related to work created on the Island. Free and open to the public, these programs may take many 
forms and be presented at varying scales, with ephemeral formats such as tours, performances and non-
traditional lectures. 

Shandaken: Governors Island complements Shandaken’s extensive history of producing context-sensitive, 
process-focused opportunities for artists.  Shandaken’s programs Shandaken: Storm King (a free 
residency produced onsite at and in partnership with the world renowned outdoor museum Storm King 
Art Center) and Paint School (a free educational program hosted by NYU, The Cooper Union, Triple 
Canopy, Abrons Art Center, and more) will both run concurrently with Shandaken: Governors Island. 
Shandaken: Governors Island will continue Shandaken’s interest in supporting experimentation, process, 
and dialogue by important artists, independent from the marketplace.  

“The cost of space is the most pressing issue facing New Yorkers today,” said Shandaken Projects 
director Nicholas Weist, “so we are thrilled to work in partnership with the Trust to make free space 
available to artists. We’re also incredibly excited to create opportunities for artists to shape and interpret 



		 										

Governors Island, which has a uniquely important place in the history and future of our home city, New 
York.”  

“Governors Island has a strong history of supporting artistic production, and we are thrilled to grow this 
commitment by partnering with Shandaken on artist-driven public projects related to the Island’s rich 
history, ecology, and geography, allowing New Yorkers the opportunity to experience the Island in new 
and dynamic ways,” said Meredith Johnson, The Trust for Governors Island’s VP of Arts & Culture. 
 
A full schedule of resident-led public programming for summer 2019 will be released in spring 2019.  
 
About Shandaken Projects 
Shandaken Projects supports cultural advancement through public programs and artist services. These 
opportunities are focused on process, experimentation, and dialogue, and are aimed particularly at 
important but under-served individuals. Through our free residency programs Shandaken: Governors 
Island and Shandaken: Storm King, our free educational initiative Paint School, and our commissions, 
public programs, and exhibitions, we create possibilities for cultural practitioners to forge new pathways in 
their work and in the world. We believe that research, experimentation, and the pursuit of new ideas are 
vital steps in the progress of culture, and that the creative community must safeguard space for them. We 
provide an alternative organizational model and significant opportunities for this community in an 
independent environment. Shandaken Projects is intentionally small-scale. 
Website: www.shandakenprojects.org | Instagram: @shandakenprojects 
 
About The Trust for Governors Island 
 The Trust for Governors Island is the nonprofit corporation created by the City of New York that is 
responsible for the redevelopment and operation of 150 acres of Governors Island. The Trust's mission is 
to transform Governors Island into a vibrant resource for New York City, making this island in New York 
Harbor a destination with extraordinary public open space, as well as educational, not-for-profit and 
commercial facilities. 
For more information, visit www.govisland.org 
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Nicholas Weist / Shandaken Projects / nicholas@shandakenprojects.org / 917.623.3315 
Sarah Krautheim / The Trust for Governors Island / skrautheim@govisland.org / 646.413.1547  
 


