
Call for Proposals for Food and Beverage 
on Governors Island in 2019
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I. Summary

Governors Island is one of New York City’s most beloved seasonal attractions. Today, between the months 
of May and October visitors from across the city and around the world discover a mix of history and new 
open, breathtaking landscapes in the center of New York Harbor. Just 8 minutes by ferry from Lower 
Manhattan and the Brooklyn waterfront, the Island is a backyard for New Yorkers, with hundreds of 
thousands visiting each year to enjoy public art, car-free biking, festivals, exhibitions and a park with 
unrivaled views of the city skyline, harbor, Brooklyn Bridge and the Statue of Liberty.

The Trust for Governors Island invites creative purveyors of food and beverage to submit proposals to 
operate on the Island for the 2019 season.  We are offering several flexible, high-traffic stationary sites as 
well as opportunities for mobile food carts. The Trust will select multiple food operators or a single food 
service provider for the 2019 season with potential options to renew. MULTI-YEAR PROPOSALS WILL 
BE CONSIDERED.

Our ideal partner to provide food and beverage are businesses that:

• provide high-quality, affordable, delicious food for our diverse visitors;
• have successful prior experiences running outdoor concessions;
• are enthusiastic about partnering with the Trust for the best possible menu, design and service
• share the Trust’s goals of promoting a sustainable and zero-waste environment (we encourage the 

use of compostable service ware and ban straws, single use plastics and Styrofoam). 

This is a unique opportunity to be part of one of New York City’s most beloved public spaces with a fast-
growing audience.

PROPOSALS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 15, 2019.

II. Sites

The Trust is offering several stationary locations for food vending along with mobile options across the 
Island. We recommend that operators think through which of the options described below best suits your 
business and offerings —you may also propose alternative locations or ideas. 

Stationary Locations
Operators may elect to serve food in a variety of ways. Each operator will be responsible for the design 
as well as the construction, furnishing and operations of its site. Temporary structures can be built or 
brought onto the Island before the season begins and removed after the season ends. An example of a 
temporary structure might include shipping containers and other pre-fabricated structures.
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A. Liberty Promenade
This high-traffic triangular waterfront site is located on the Island’s lively 2.2 mile promenade. It faces 
spectacular views of the Statue of Liberty and the Lower Manhattan skyline, and is set against the 
backdrop of a historic 1935 Georgian-style former hospital. The partially paved location is currently 
underserved by food and beverage options and provides a unique opportunity to capture visitors cycling 
and strolling towards the Island’s newest park spaces. We envision one operator at this site offering grab 
and go or seated dining options.  

Available Area:  25,000 SF 
Electrical Service: 200 Amp (more possible upon request with your proposal)
Potable Water:   Available
Sanitary Sewer:  Available

B. Liggett Terrace
Located within one of the busiest areas on the Island and minutes from both the Manhattan and Brooklyn 
ferry landings, Liggett Terrace has been the Island’s traditional food court with grab and go and multiple 
public seating options. The site can accommodate up to four individual operators of varying sizes. A single 
operator can also choose to propose 1 or more (up to all 4) food establishments at Liggett Terrace.

Available Area:   2,500-6,000 SF
Electrical Service:  200 Amp (more possible upon request with your proposal)
Potable Water:  Available
Sanitary Sewer:   Available  

C. Yankee Landing
This wide-open prime location just steps from the Brooklyn ferry landing (Yankee Pier) and bustling 
Liggett Terrace offers a unique opportunity. This area is adjacent to the Island’s newly designed open 
spaces. Given the expansive scope and high-visibility of this site, operators are encouraged to integrate a 
seating plan into their proposals, if possible. We envision one operator at this site offering grab and go or 
seated dining options.

Available Area:   20,000 SF 
Electrical Service:  200 Amp (more possible upon request with your proposal)
Potable Water:   Available
Sanitary Sewer:   Available
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Mobile Locations
Mobile operations such as food trucks, tuk-tuks, carts or trikes may park their units on King Ave, the 
Island’s busy, shaded street located near the Brooklyn ferry landing between the Island’s Historic District 
and new park. Static truck, cart or trike operators will be assigned to a set location on King Avenue, 
bringing the mobile unit on and off the Island each day. 

The Trust is also open to considering proposals for a mobile unit to relocate throughout the day to various 
locations around the Island. This mobile unit would maintain a prescribed route around the Island to 
service the more remote locations as well as the highly-trafficked areas. This would be a small, electric or 
pedaled vehicle that is constantly on the move (e.g. a beverage bike). 

Electrical Service:  None
Potable Water:   None
Sanitary Sewer:   None

III. Hours

From May through October, Governors Island is open from 10am-6pm Monday-Friday and 10am-7pm on 
weekends with earlier access for concessionaires, staff, etc.

In 2018, Governors Island hosted special extended evening hours on select summer Fridays and 
Saturdays, where concessions had the option to operate. We anticipate hosting similar hours in 2019.

Food and beverage operators have the choice of opening Monday through Sunday, or Friday through 
Sunday.

During the weekdays, concessions primarily feed Island employees, programmers, day campers 
and tourists; there are also opportunities to cater the many corporate and non-profit volunteer days, 
conferences, company picnics and retreats held on the Island.  On average, the island hosts 3,200 visitors 
per weekday. 

On weekends, visitors include families from the tri-state area (primarily the 5 boroughs) and tourists. Up 
to 12,000+ visitors come to the Island on weekend days. 
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IV. Further Information

All proposal questions and/or inquiries about our food program should be sent to food@govisland.org. No 
questions will be answered via phone. Questions are due by February 1, 2019.  Answers to all questions 
will be posted publicly on The Trust’s website on February 8, 2019.

The Trust will host tours for prospective food and beverage operators upon request.  To schedule a tour 
email food@govisland.org. 

V. Proposal Requirements

Your proposal should include:

1. Personal and business biography: Tell us a little about yourself and why Governors Island is 
a great fit for your business

2. Food concept: What will you serve? What is the story behind your food? Include a sample menu 
for what you would serve on the Island, with detailed descriptions of dishes, and sourcing, as well 
as prices, storage and prep needs. 

3. Location option and details: Which Governors Island site or sites are ideal for your concept? 
4. Physical structure and design sketch: What will your site, structure, truck or mobile unit 

look like? Provide a sketch or sample of aesthetic.
5. Operational Plan: Staffing plan, hours and days of operations, opening and closing procedures, 

cleaning schedule, storage requirements, and anything else that seems relevant to daily 
operations. 

6. Food and beverage receiving plan: All staff and materials arrive at Governors Island via 
ferry.  Vehicles that are carrying equipment and supplies for food and beverage operators will be 
allowed to drive onto the Island via our vehicle ferry before 10 am each day.  In your proposal 
include times of day, days per week, receiving staff, and projected space requirements per delivery 
(e.g. number of cases, hand-trucks, etc.). A detailed vehicle policy will be provided in the permit 
agreement. 

7. Utility and electric needs: Please provide an equipment schedule showing intended uses and 
list of each piece of major equipment’s electrical draw. 

8. Single Season Proforma: Include income and expense projections for each month of 
operation.

9. Fee: Operators will be required to use a point of sales system and pay Governors Island a 
percentage of gross sales as rent. Please propose a percentage that is appropriate for your 
business model in accordance with the information in the Fee Section. 

10. References: Provide 3 relevant business references.  
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VI. Submission Requirements

Proposals should be submitted to food@govisland.org by February 15, 2019 at 3 p.m. To submit your 
proposal please mail one hard copy to the below address and email a PDF version to food@govisland.org. 

The Trust for Governors Island
10 South Street 
New York, NY 10004 

VII. Selection Criteria

Proposals will be evaluated for:

1. Operational expertise: Experience operating concessions, high traffic or outdoor locations
2. Food Concept and Quality: Menu and culinary execution, range of offerings and price points
3. Design Execution: Professionalism and aesthetic 
4.	 Proposed	Fee	Offer
5. References

VIII. About The Trust for Governors Island

The Governors Island Corporation, doing business as The Trust for Governors Island, is the 501(c)3 not-
for-profit organization created by the City of New York and charged with the planning, redevelopment 
and ongoing operations of 150 acres of Governors Island. The Trust’s mission is to transform Governors 
Island into a vibrant resource for New York City, making the Island a destination with extraordinary 
public open space, as well as educational, not-for-profit and commercial facilities. With the mandate to 
activate Governors Island, maximize public use and attract long term tenants, the Trust has led with arts, 
culture and design.
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C. Yankee LandingA. Liberty Promenade B. Liggett Terrace


