
2020 Proposals: Encouraged by April 1, 2020
2021 Proposals: Reviewed and accepted on a rolling basis

events on governors Island

Call for Proposals for 
Outdoor Events in 
2020 and 2021
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I. Opportunity
The Trust for Governors Island invites event producers, festival organizers, entertainment companies 

and other creators of live attractions or immersive experiences to propose large-scale events that would take 
place on Governors Island during its 2020 public season, May 1 through October 31, or in 2021 (public 
dates TBD).

This is an exciting opportunity to connect your vision with a diverse audience of visitors from across 
New York City and beyond in a unique setting that combines a beautifully preserved historic district with 
stunning, world-class parkland featuring unmatched views of Lower Manhattan, the Statue of Liberty and 
other iconic New York landmarks.

With an average of over 125,000 visitors each month of its 2019 season and over 15 years of hosting 
successful events of all kinds, Governors Island will provide an unforgettable venue for your event.

II. Types of Events Encouraged to Apply
Governors Island has been home to hundreds of high-profile and popular events, from large-scale 

concerts and outdoor movies to food festivals and community celebrations. While the Trust is open to all 
proposals, events that may be particularly well-suited to the Island’s unique advantages include, but are by 
no means limited to:

• Food and beverage events, such as wine or beer festivals and events celebrating local or 
international cuisine 

• Concerts and music events that could range in scale and genre (past examples include everything 
from rap and rock to opera and classical music)

• Environmental events, such as conferences or festivals that address climate change and inspire 
public engagement

• Athletic competitions and events, such as spectator sports and tournaments  

• Community events that showcase the diversity of NYC, such as Holi Hai or Pride celebrations

• Holiday experiences, such as Halloween haunted houses and other spooky attractions

• Health and wellness events, such as yoga or fitness classes paired with discussions on health and 
lifestyle topics
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III. Governors Island and the Trust
Governors Island is a 172-acre Island in New York Harbor nestled between Lower Manhattan and 

the Brooklyn waterfront. Eight minutes from the energy and excitement of the rest of the City, the Island 
today is a popular seasonal destination. A resilient new 43-acre park is complemented by dozens of unique 
historic buildings, educational facilities, a rich arts and culture program and a 22-acre National Monument 
managed by the National Park Service. Unlike anywhere else in New York, Governors Island offers peaceful 
settings with sweeping views of the Harbor, skyline and Statue of Liberty. In 2019, nearly 800,000 people 
visited Governors Island during its six-month public season (May 1 through October 31). The Island 
attracts a diverse mix of families, individuals of all ages and tourists from both within and outside the Tri-
State area.

The Trust is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation and a component unit of the City of New York. The 
Trust’s purpose is to provide for the planning, preservation, redevelopment, and ongoing operations and 
maintenance of 150 acres of Governors Island. The Trust employs a team of dedicated event production 
staff with the knowledge and experience to make any event on Governors Island a success regardless of 
special requirements or circumstances.

For additional visitor information, please visit www.govisland.org/info.
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IV. Proposal Process

Tours
Site tours are not mandatory but are encouraged by the Trust. Tours of the sites are available by 

appointment. To schedule a tour, please email programming@govisland.org.

Proposal Requirements
Please send your complete proposal, which should include the below components, as a single PDF 

document to programming@govisland.org. 

1. Proposed Design & Operation

Please describe the event you would create, including proposed location(s) and any physical 
transformations to the site or production elements. Event sites are detailed below. Please also describe how 
the event would be operated and your proposed staffing plan.

2. Audience

Please describe the audience you intend to reach, how you intend to reach them, and estimated attendance.

3. Proposed Dates & Hours

Please provide a timeline that includes public dates and hours for the event, as well as an install and 
deinstall schedule. The Island is open to the public from 10am to 6pm on weekdays and 10am to 7pm 
on weekends from May 1 through November 1, 2020. If proposing hours that extend beyond the Island’s 
regular public hours, please note that there may be additional costs related to running the ferry and Island 
security and staffing after hours.

4. Qualifications & Examples of Past Work 

Please include images and brief written descriptions of past events created by your company or 
organization and describe your experience with productions of a similar scale and complexity in New 
York City.
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V. Map and Site Details
Governors Island features six major event sites with different capacities, views, terrain and other 

qualities. With guidance from the Trust, event producers may also develop a site plan that combines 
multiple sites to increase capacity or create areas for distinct experiences.

Governors Island 2019 Visitor Map
See below the visitor map from Governors Island’s 2019 public season with event sites indicated in red. 

The map may be changed for the Island’s 2020 public season and beyond. Sites are listed on the next pages 
in order of capacity.
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Parade Ground

Capacity: up to 9,000
Great for concerts, athletic events, screenings and performances

This rolling lawn at the heart of Governors Island puts everything GI 
has to offer at your fingertips, while the Lower Manhattan skyline 
makes for an iconic backdrop.

A

Play Lawns

Capacity: up to 8,000
Great for concerts, large festivals, tented parties

Just steps from The Hills, Governors Island’s newest park, these 
expansive, grassy lawns feature fantastic views of the Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island, and can accommodate the largest events and most 
complex site builds. 

B

Colonels Row Lawn

Capacity: up to 4,000
Great for cultural festivals, concerts

Surrounded by towering trees and historic buildings, this spacious 
lawn provides a refined atmosphere for large events in Governors 
Island’s historic district.

C

site details list continues on next page

Site Details
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The Oval

Capacity: up to 1,000
Great for corporate outings, picnics, performances

An inviting lawn in the center of the South Island’s gorgeous parkland 
that makes a perfect venue for group outings, picnics, or field days.

F

Nolan Park Lawn

Capacity: up to 1,000
Great for cultural festivals, performances

Situated in a neighborhood-like circle of historic houses, Nolan Park 
feels truly removed from the rest of the city and provides an idyllic 
setting for medium-sized events.

E

Picnic Point

Capacity: up to 2,000
Great for corporate outings, picnics, festivals, performances

Picnic Point, located at the southern tip of Governors Island, features 
spectacular Statue of Liberty and harbor views in one of the Island’s 
most versatile venues.

D


