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Governors Island today 
is a beloved escape 

from the everyday life of the city



From the moment they board the ferry, 
visitors share an experience that 

brings them together 
as they venture to the Island



For nearly two centuries, the island was a 
military stronghold, closed and virtually 

unknown to new yorkers



And was left virtually untouched in the mid-
nineties



How do you transform an island, and secure its 
future?



arts, culture and discovery are part of
The island’s DNA



expansive green space, designed with the future 
in mind



And public art that responds to place



Looking forward, Governors Island is 
well positioned to be NYC’s next center 

for creativity, learning & innovation



WITH NEW PARK SPACES OPEN, WE’RE PIVOTING 
TOWARDS ACTIVATING THE ISLAND INTO A YEAR-ROUND, 
24/7 COMMUNITY 



Our vision for future development is 
to build upon our progress in creating 
a place to learn, experiment and create



learning



creating



Public engagement



Convening



Experimenting 



DISTRICTS FOR LEARNING, RESEARCH, CULTURE AND 
CONVENING WILL COMPLEMENT A GREAT PARK 



The Historic district



Historic district campus

Activating the south island



we have the opportunity And responsibility 
to steward the island as a demonstration 
for sustainable urban development



Park laid groundwork for resilient development



PLANNING TODAY WILL CREATE THE FRAMEWORK TO 
SECURE THE ISLAND’S FUTURE 



1. Complement and enhance the park and public spaces and respond to environmental 
conditions.

2. Connect and establish a harmonious relationship with the park, esplanade and Historic 
District.

3. Retain and frame views within the Island, and towards New York Harbor, Lower Manhattan 
and the Brooklyn waterfront. 

4. Activate building edges along public spaces. 

5. Promote innovative design approaches to achieve a high level of resiliency and 
environmental sustainability.

6. Encourage flexibility to accommodate a wide range of building types and a mix of uses.

Guiding principles for development
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Plan Optimized for Environmental Conditions
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Emphasis on maximizing park connections
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PROMENADE

PRIMARY R.O.W.

PRIMARY R.O.W. ALIGNMENT AREA

SECONDARY R.O.W.

KEY NODES

Plan summary
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resiliency and design flood elevation

Development parcels raised 
to match park elevation

Grade change between park 
and esplanade
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Potential future development




